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First satellite seminar held
at Puthuvype

The first satellite seminar of Swasraya Bharat was held at the Centre for Marine
Living Resources & Ecology (CMLRE), Puthuvype, on Saturday.
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By Express News Service

KOCHI: The first satellite seminar of Swasraya Bharat was held at the Centre for
Marine Living Resources & Ecology (CMLRE), Puthuvype, on Saturday.

The seminar with the theme ‘Sustainable Development Goal-14 (Life under
water)’ was organised as part of Kerala Science Fest 2019, jointly by Swadeshi
Science Moveiient and Ministry of Earth Sciences -CMLRE. Climate Change
Research Institute president and CEO Dr Malti Goel spoke on the theme and SDG
13 (climate change).
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| Karnataka govt's
appointment of 'ineligible’
officer as MD to TSCL
raises eyebrows
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Dhoni's record during
third South Africa T20I
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» Plastic products used in daily life like shampoo,cosmetics sachets end up as microplastics

Microplastics in sea salt pose threat to humans

DC DENT
KOCHI, SEPT.28

The discarded plastic and
microplastics drained into
oceans pose serious threat
to human health. The com-
mon salt obtained from sea
water contains microplas-
tics in alarming quantities
which enter human body
causing serious health

hazards, according to
experts.
"Imminent threat to

human health because of

the micro-plastic in com-
mon salt is a big chal-
lenge,” said Dr E,
Ramaswamy, Head of
Department of School of
Environmental Sciences,
Mahatma Gandhi
University whose research
findings on plastic in salt
has been published in an
international journal.
While presenting paper
on "Microplastic pollution
a serious threat to aquatic
eco system' during the
seminar organised as cur-

tain raiser of Swasraya
Bharat - Kerala Science
Fest 2019 at Centre for
Marine Living Resources
and Ecology, Puthuvype
recently he said that four
to six percent of munici-
pal solid waste is plastic
which gets drained into
the rivers and ocean dur-
ing heavy monsoon rains.

During his research, 15
to 25 particles of
microplastics per Kkilo-
gram of popular salt
brands were found. On an

average a humanbeing
consumes three kilograms
of salt per annum and the
amount of plastic reach
human bodies is not negli-
gible.

The plastic products
used in day to day life like
shampoo and cosmetics
sachets end up as
microplastics which has
less than size the size of 5
mm. Subsequently, these
are consumed by different
pelagic organisms and
enter the food chain.

Dr Gautam Sen, former
ONGC scientist spoke on
‘The Chemistry of Plastic
Waste'. "We are not hand-
ing plastic with adequate
precautions. We have
made tremendous develop-
ment in technology using
plastic and manufactured
nine billion tonnes out of
which seven billion tonnes
became waste. Majority of
the waste is going into the
landfills but 8 to 12 million
tonnes end up in oceans
per annum,” he said,

Meanwhile, Dr V Kripa,
scientist of Centre for
Marine Fisheries
Research Institute, while
addressing the issue of
‘Tmpact of litter on Marine
Ecosystems' said that plas-
tic might overtake the
quantity of marine fish-
eries resources .
“Currently, there is 150
million tonnes of plastic
in oceans while the quanti-
ty of fish is 850 million
tonnes,” she said.

# The common salt
obtained from sea
water contains
microplastics in
alarming quantities
which enter human
body causing seri-
ous health hazards,
according to
marine experts.









